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Class action lawsuit seeks $7.5 million from 
mill dust effects

By Jack Jacobs
jojacobs@tidewaterreview.com

JANUARY 7, 2018, 2:53 PM 

dust-up over wood dust has prompted several West Point residents to sue WestRock paper mill for 

$7.5 million in damages in a class-action lawsuit.

Plaintiffs Ashton and Delilah Bell and Lucy Edwards allege dust is blown onto their properties from the 

mill’s wood-chip piles and the wood processing conducted by West Point Chips, an Arkansas-based company 

that operates a wood chipper adjacent to the mill, according to the lawsuit filed Dec. 15, 2017 in U.S. District 

Court.

The plaintiffs are bringing claims of nuisance and trespass by the wood dust on behalf of a class of roughly 

300 residences living within a mile of the mill. They seek no less than $25,000 per property in damages. The 

plaintiffs also seek an injunction to prohibit future migration of dust onto their properties, according to the 

complaint.

Several West Point residents have sued WestRock Paper Mill, alleging the mill's wood dust impedes their ability to live at their 
properties and poses a threat to their health. (Jack Jacobs / Tidewater Review)
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“From time to time, a great amount of dust is blown from the wood and wood chip piles into the air and then 

onto other properties in West Point, creating a nuisance and trespassing onto property owned and occupied 

by the plaintiffs’ and members of the class,” according to the complaint.

The plaintiffs, who live within 100 feet of the facilities, allege the dust impedes their ability to live at their 

properties and poses a threat to their health. The complaint claims dust accumulates on their properties, 

vehicles and clothing.

“We’re hopeful we can resolve this with them,” WestRock spokesman John Pensec said.

What that resolution may look like is unclear at this time as WestRock is still reviewing the suit,” Pensec 

said.

The complaint claims the plaintiffs and members of the class have complained to WestRock about the dust 

in the past. The plaintiffs request a jury trial.

Town Council approved a special-use permit for a $50 million upgrade to the mill’s wood chip storage and 

transfer facilities in May. Mill officials said new equipment is expected to minimize airborne dust more 

efficiently than the equipment to be replaced. The construction is underway and expected to last a couple 

years.

Jacobs can be reached by phone at 757-298-6007.
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